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The Devil is a divider who will use almost any tactic to separate Christians from Christ...except for one. He doesn’t
typically come right out and say, “Deny Jesus Christ!” because he knows that someone who loves Jesus would
immediately reject the suggestion. So, he tends to use more subtle means and subtle words. But more on that later... For
now, let’s deal with something closer to home, and very much in the forefront of many people’s minds: the 2016
presidential election. But let’s do so fr om a Catholic perspective.
Let’s consider the intersection of the practice of our Catholic faith and the exercise of our civic duty, especially when it
comes to voting. Let’s first acknowledge that there has never been a political party in the United States that is perfectly
aligned with Catholic teaching on every issue. That does not mean, however, that we are therefore automatically free to
vote for either major party, because one party can be much further from Catholic principles on the most important issues
than the other party. As a result of that, we are often faced with the task of discerning which party and which policies are
most in line with Catholic teaching, and which ones aren’t.
So many issues are subject to the prudential judgment of Catholic voters. What does that mean? It means that Catholics can
legitimately disagree, for example, on the best way to address issues such as racial injustice, education, the economy,
immigration and healthcare and still r emain in good standing in the Chur ch. Ther e ar e other issues, however ,
which touch on matters of intrinsic evil—actions that can never, at any time, under any circumstances be committed,
promoted or even enabled by a faithful Catholic. But setting aside issues of intrinsic evil for now, let’s consider some of
the more common issues for which Catholics can legitimately exercise prudential judgment.
One such issue is Affirmative Action. This program aims to eliminate perceived disadvantages that minorities face when
competing, for example, for admission to college. In our nation, one party favors Affirmative Action to bring justice and
balance in our multiracial society. The other party holds that it penalizes high achievers by giving limited spots in the
college classroom to less qualified candidates, while denying more qualified students access. One party sees affirmative
action as a matter of justice...while the other party sees it as injustice. But, suppose a candidate for president promoted a
policy that would make it legal for someone to kill a black person if that black person created a hardship for them getting
the education they desired. How many of you would be comfortable voting for that candidate?
Another issue that falls under the category of prudential judgment is immigration. One of the major political parties seeks
to allow immigration with very little restriction. The other party is concerned that unrestricted immigration leads to, among
other things, non-citizens taking jobs that could be worked by citizens. One par ty favor s open bor der s—the other
favors “law and order”.
Now, suppose a candidate for president promoted a policy that would make it legal for someone to kill a Hispanic person if
the presence of that Hispanic person made it more difficult to pursue one’s career of choice. How many of you would be
comfortable voting for that candidate? Thank God we don’t have a candidate from either party who says that they
condone such policies. Nobody in their right mind would say such a thing—that we could kill blacks or Hispanics—or
anyone else—just for the sake of protecting personal economic or educational interests. Nobody would say it, but, as you’ll
see in a moment... There is a candidate, in this 2016 race for president, who along with that candidate’s political party does,
in fact, sanction the killing of blacks and Hispanics in the situations previously described...under
one...particular...condition: That the black person or the Hispanic person is still in his or her mother’s womb.
Now, this candidate and party certainly won’t say it that way, not publicly anyway. Instead, they use words like “choice”
or “reproductive rights” or “women’s health” or other sanitized statements in order to cover up what abortion is and what
abortion does.
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Now, before we go any further in discussing the extremely sensitive issue of abortion... I want to say a word to any woman
in this congregation here today—or among those watching or listening on TV or radio—who has chosen abortion:
God’s mercy is bigger than your sin and your pain. In ten years of priesthood, I have often been blessed to welcome a
woman back to the merciful embrace of God the Father after she has admitted to, and repented of, her abortion in the
Sacrament of Confession. A priest in such a situation has the privilege of assuring the woman that she has never lost the
love of God the Father, nor her dignity as his beloved daughter, no matter what she did. And so I say to these
women today: You do not have to hide fr om God any longer . I know it’s exhausting to pr etend that your pain is not
real, that your loss is not immense and that your choice was not devastating. But when you exper ience God’s loving
mercy even after the abortion, you will really come to know and experience that God’s love in forgiving our most serious
sins is even greater than his love in creating us. Your Father has been waiting for you for a ver y long time. It’s time
for you to come home!
So, now, having shared that important word with grieving mothers let’s return to the subject of our duty as Catholics in the
public square. When we consider that a woman can walk into Planned Parenthood and have her baby put to death because
she doesn’t want to jeopardize her education or career, we must acknowledge that the shocking scenarios described
previously are not only possible...not only real...but also among the most common reasons for abortion in America. Even
the word “abortion” has been drained of its meaning—we treat it like nothing more than a term that starts a heated debate
rather than a procedure that stops a heartbeat.
Many want to treat abortion as merely one issue among many—but that requires that a person pretend not to know what
abortion is and what abortion does. So let’s stop beating around the bush with regard to the current presidential race: •
Do you know which candidate and party in this election promotes abortion and even promises to expand its availability
here at home as well as abroad? • Do you know that this candidate and party intend to make you and me pay for other
people’s abortions with our tax dollars—something that has always been illegal? • Are you aware that this candidate and
party, which until recently, said that abortion should be “safe, legal and rare” no longer even bothers to say that it should be
rare—but rather, that it must be available any time, any place, even up to the last moment that the fully formed, full-term
baby remains in the womb? If you do not know which candidate and party I’m referring to, then you should not even
consider voting until you do know! Ignorance in this area is unacceptable, because ignorance in this area costs millions
of babies their lives and jeopardizes the souls of many Catholics voters.
On the other hand, if you DO know which candidate and party want to promote and expand abortion, and you still intend to
enable them to continue their war on the unborn with the help of your vote, then it is my duty as a priest to tell you that
your soul will be in grave danger, especially if you present yourself for Holy Communion after casting such a vote with the
full knowledge of what you’re doing. Ever y election season, when a pr iest addr esses such topics fr om the pulpit, a
certain portion of the population complains that he’s preaching politics: “A priest has no business discussing politics in
church!” That’s what some people say. But what does God say to the pr iest whom he has designated to be spir itual
father for the people entrusted to his care? The same thing he said to the Prophet Ezekiel: “...I have made [you] a
watchman for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If
I say to the wicked, O wicked man, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way,
that wicked man shall die in his [sin], but his blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from
his way, and he does not turn from his way; he shall die in his [sin], but you will have saved your life. (Ez 33:7-9)
Another of the Devil’s tactics is to encourage us to make excuses for our participation in really bad things by appealing to
other good things that we suppor t, which we tr y to convince our selves somehow “cancel out” the gr ave evil we
enable. Take capital punishment, for example. If you bring up abortion, some people will say, “I’m against capital
punishment...and if you’re against abortion, then you should be against capital punishment!” Fair enough. What is
the biggest objection to capital punishment? That innocent people might be mistakenly put to death. And it must be
acknowledged that innocent people very well could be unjustly executed due to the many flaws in our legal system. And
this very reason for opposing capital punishment is precisely the reason that Catholics must never willingly support or even
enable abortion with their vote. Because, while some innocent people have no doubt been put to death mistakenly
through capital punishment, in abortion an innocent person is always put to death, and never by mistake. It’s always
chosen...always intended. If a person is against capital punishment, then, they necessarily must be against abortion because
the intention of abortion is to knowingly and deliberately kill an innocent boy or girl—each and every time.
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What about war? People who vigorously oppose the wars in the Middle East, for example, often quote statistics on the
great number of innocent people accidently killed in the crossfire. “Collateral damage”—the innocent people killed in
war—is, perhaps the greatest tragedy of war. But if a person opposes the accidental killing of innocent people in war, while
enabling the intentional killing of the most innocent human beings on the planet with their vote—well...this is
hypocrisy of the most extreme kind. If a person opposes war because of the accidental, unintended deaths of innocent
people, they necessarily must oppose abortion because the killing in abortion is neither accidental nor unintended, but
always directly willed. Sometimes we hear the stupendously deceptive claim that a candidate or party will reduce
abortions by improving economic or social conditions, while simultaneously promoting abortion as a right worth
protecting.
But let’s face facts: Abortion is not caused by economics or social conditions. Economic and social factor s ar e, no
doubt, circumstances that affect a mother’s decision in some cases, but they are not causes. After all, if eliminating
abortion were merely a matter of economics, or access to healthcare, or other socioeconomic factors, then why do wealthy
mothers also abort their babies?
There are plenty of Catholics who, quite rightly, have criticized bishops and priests in recent years for not having spoken
out more forcefully against the sexual abuse of children by priests. Why, then, do many of these same Catholics want to
silence bishops and priests who speak out forcefully against killing innocent children? Why is opposing sexual abuse of
children a matter of justice, but opposing the murder of children a matter of “preaching politics”? Regardless of the
resistance, a priest must follow the example of Peter and John in the Acts of the Apostles when it comes to preaching
difficult truths. To those who sought to silence their proclamation of the Gospel these Apostles boldly responded:
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; for [I] cannot but speak of
what [I] have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:19- 20)
A priest is not only protected by the 1st Amendment (at least for now). He is also bound by the 5th Commandment—Thou
Shalt Not Kill. If a priest doesn’t speak up for those most vulnerable in our society, and if the Catholic faithful don’t
actively protect the most vulner able in our society by refusing to enable their deliberate destruction with their vote,
then such Catholics are condoning the killing by their cowardice.
And what did St. Paul say to Timothy about cowardice in today’s 2nd Reading? “God did not give us a spirit of cowardice
but rather of power and love and self control. So do not be ashamed of your testimony to our Lord...but bear your share
of hardship for the gospel with the strength that comes from God.” (2 Tim 1:7-8) Part of every Catholic’s share in the
hardship for the Gospel is that we must repent of our actions that are offensive to God and destructive to our brothers and
sisters. And we must oppose the thr eats to innocent life that ar e most real and most urgent.
Make no mistake! There is no single issue that threatens innocent human life more directly, consistently and urgently
than the deliberate killing of baby boys and baby girls in their mother’s womb. No...issue! In the time since this homily
started, at least 30 children have been deliberately executed in the womb in the United States—and that’s just the
ones that are reported. Let me sum up with some very challenging words:
“We have a serious obligation to protect human life, and especially the lives of the most innocent and vulnerable
among us. Whoever fails to do this, when otherwise able to do so, commits a serious sin of omission. They jeopardize
their own spiritual wellbeing and they are a source of scandal for others. Should they be Catholics, they should not
receive Holy Communion.” (Catholics in the Public Squar e, 4th Ed., p. 25)
Now, I hope you realize that it takes a lot of courage for a priest to communicate such challenging words as these—
reminding his people that some actions are so gravely sinful that they render a Catholic unworthy to receive Holy
Communion until there is complete repentance. A priest who is more concerned about the state of his people’s souls than
they are themselves, deserves the esteem of his people for his willingness to speak such difficult truth to them with
genuine love—to put the welfare of his people’s souls ahead of his own reputation, popularity or comfort. Such a priest
should receive respect, admiration and support, r ather than their resistance or criticism. So please pr ay for , thank
and encourage the spiritual father that God has appointed for you and who loves you enough to tell you the truth. Because
the priest who said these particular words...is your bishop...and mine.
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COME JOIN US!
Every Tuesday at 6:00 PM
In the Sacred Heart School, Room 1
FOR CHILDREN: Pre-K (age 3- 4) - 5th Grade
CCD meets every Wednesday evening starting at
6:00PM.

FOR ALL ADULTS:
Adult CCD will meet every Wednesday in the
church at 6:30PM SHARP.
All are welcome to this, not only the parents of
those who have children in CCD.

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE: 6th & 7th Grade /
Confirmation 1 & 2 / High School Youth Group:

Will meet every Sunday from 4:00 - 6:00PM. Again,
this has already begun.

Bishop Robert Barron's CATHOLICISM series, an epic ten
part documentary, took people around the world and
deep into the Catholic Faith. The series aired on PBS and
has been seen by millions. But there is sll more of the
story to tell.
Bishop Barron is on a new journey to unlock the truth
behind the Catholic Church's most inﬂuenal people.
CATHOLICISM: The Pivotal Players is a mul-part ﬁlm
series that illumines a handful of saints, arsts, myscs,
and scholars who not only shaped the life of the Church
but changed the course of civilizaon.
_____________________________________________

CATHOLIC APOLOGETICS:
Every Sunday from 4:00 - 5:00PM.
This class is for young adults who have made their
Confirmation and is also open to all adults who
want to learn more about defending our Catholic
faith.

RCIA:
Meets every Monday night at 7:00PM here in the
school, room 1.

_________________________________________

We are in need of volunteers to help!
Distribuon is held every Saturday of the month. Anyone
interested in volunteering, please come at 8:30 am! This is a
truly beauful ministry living the Gospel and really helping
many in need here in our community.
If you are interested, please call the parish oﬃce at
(575) 763-6947 for further informaon.
The Food Pantry is in need of the following items:
Granola Bars,

WEEKLY PARISH CATECHISM ASSIGNMENT
Material to be read and mastered before:

NOVEMBER 2, 2016
Lesson 13, pp. 84-87:
The Communion of Saints
And Forgiveness of Sins
Readings in the New St. Joseph Baltimore Catechism.
This book is provided free of charge to all who come
every Wednesday night at 6:30pm

Cereal,
Small Juice Drinks,
Crackers,
Oatmeal.
Any help will be greatly appreciated. You can place items in
the baskets in the back of the church or bring them into the
parish oﬃce. Thank you and may God Bless you.
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Coﬀee & Donuts!!!

SATURDAY October 29, 2016
5:30 P.M.

† l. C. & † Ann Caroland

We will begin serving coﬀee & donuts a$er both
8:30 am & the 10:30 am Mass every Sunday….

SUNDAY

October 30, 2016

8:30 A.M.

For the people of the parish

If you are interested in volunteering to help with
this ministry, please call:

10:30 A.M.

† Dominic Schreiber

Emaleth Burns at (575) 265-8686.
We will meet in the Gym. Please come join us!
___________________________________________

GROUP
We are starting a pro-life group and committee here at our
Parish. If you are interested in being a part of this, please call
the parish office and leave your name and number.
(575) 763-6947

St Catherine Mission
1:00 P.M.
Chris Barnard
MONDAY

October 31, 2016

5:30 P.M.

In honor of all Saints

TUESDAY

November 1, 2016

7:00 A.M.
5:30 P.M.

In Honor of All Saints
In Honor of All Saints

WED

November 2, 2016

7:00 A.M.
12:10 P.M.
5:30 P.M.

In Commemoraon of all the faithful departed
In Commemoraon of all the faithful departed
In Commemoraon of all the faithful departed

THURSDAY November 3, 2016
NO MASS

NO MASS

FRIDAY

November 4, 2016

5:30 P.M.

† Albert Cota III

SATURDAY November 5, 2016
5:30 P.M.

For the people of the parish

SUNDAY

November 6, 2016

8:30 A.M.

† Georgie Aragon

In thanksgiving for the family of
Armando Garcia
_________________________________________________
10:30 A.M.

____________________________________

TITHES & OFFERINGS
October 23, 2016
Not available at time of publication.

Sacred Heart has a group of “Prayer Warriors” who
will seek God’s intervention on your behalf. All it
takes is a phone call to:
Jeanne Kriegshauser
(575) 762-9214 or
Mary Shockley
(575) 763-0953,
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MINISTERS – SATURDAY – November 5, 2016
SACRISTANS
5:30 P.M.

October 30, 2016
EXTRA ORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
TO THE HOMEBOUND & NURSING HOMES

Mario & Vivian Trujillo
November 6, 2016

ALTAR SERVERS
5:30 P.M.

Grant Palla
Thomas Palla
Dalton Doss

LECTORS

Re;rement Ranch
Tina Majkrzak
Clovis Health Care
The Candelaria’s
Home Route
Marcy Kos
____________________________________________________

5:30 P.M.

Courtney Hannink
John Salguero
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
5:30 P.M.

R-Raymond Cortes *
R-Paul Ellis
L-Suzanne Ellis
L-Ed Gomez
MINISTERS – SUNDAY – November 6, 2016
SACRISTANS
8:30 A.M.
Mary Shockley & Jesse Alvarez
10:30 A.M
Cliﬀ Kuchta & Fidel Madrid
ALTAR SERVERS
8:30 A.M.

10:30 A.M.

I - David Garcia
Jovan Garcia
Victoria Guerrez
Jacob Guerrez
Francisco Rodriguez
Jacob Rodriguez
Jodyn EvereF

LECTORS
8:30 A.M.

Keishla Cota
Kae Haynes-Burns
10:30 A.M.
Ricky Sisneros
Sarita Valdez
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
8:30 A.M.
R-Susie Oborny*
R-James Schoeﬀel
L-John Schonberger
L-Mary Shockley
10:30 A.M.
R-Jean Kaplan*
R-Cliﬀ Kuchta
L-AnneFe Madrid
L-Ruben Lucio
CHURCH CLEANING
November 5 – Not available at me of publicaon
ALTAR LINENS November/December: Lucille Conley

Next Weeks Gospel Reading: Luke 20: 27-38
Some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrecon,
came forward and put this queson to Jesus, saying,
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us,
If someone's brother dies leaving a wife but no child,
his brother must take the wife
and raise up descendants for his brother.
Now there were seven brothers;
the ﬁrst married a woman but died childless.
Then the second and the third married her,
and likewise all the seven died childless.
Finally the woman also died.
Now at the resurrecon whose wife will that woman be?
For all seven had been married to her.”
Jesus said to them,
“The children of this age marry and remarry;
but those who are deemed worthy to aFain to the coming age
and to the resurrecon of the dead
neither marry nor are given in marriage.
They can no longer die,
for they are like angels;
and they are the children of God
because they are the ones who will rise.
That the dead will rise
even Moses made known in the passage about the bush,
when he called out ‘Lord,’
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob;
and he is not God of the dead, but of the living,
for to him all are alive.”

